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What are Amalie Robert Pinot Noirs like?

2006 Amalie Robert Estate Pinot Noir Amalie's Cuvee Willamette Valley
($50) Vivid red. Intensely perfumed bouquet displays fresh raspberry, cherry, rose and magnolia scents, along with a suave, smoky mineral underpinning. The red fruit repeats in the mouth, picking up candied flowers and licorice with air. Impressively pure, with excellent finishing sweetness and persistence. As alluring as this wine is today, I'd give it another three or four years in the cellar. 92 points *
2007 Amalie Robert Estate Pinot Noir Amalie's Cuvee Willamette Valley
($50) Limpid red. Suave, complex scents of fresh red berries, potpourri, incense and licorice. Palate-staining strawberry and raspberry flavors are lifted by notes of orange peel and white pepper, with a deeper cherry pit quality emerging on the back. Suave and accessible right now, finishing with very good cut and length. 91 points *

2007 Domaine Dujac Vosne-Romanee “Malconsorts” 1er
($175) Very pale red. Complex nose offers a subtle red raspberry note along with some earthy underbrush. Juicy and intense on entry, then sweeter and richer than the Beaux-Monts in the middle palate, with good lift and a floral nuance. Finishes with dusty tannins and a slight heaviness this wine did not show in barrel. I prefer the Malconsorts in 2008 but not in this vintage. 90 points **

What Amalie Robert Pinot Noirs are not like.

2006 Domaine Serene Pinot Noir Mark Bradford Vineyard Willamette Valley
($90) Bright ruby. Perfumed nose offers medicinal red and black cherry, flowers and spices. Broad but brooding on the palate, offering rich cherry and blackberry flavors and a touch of licorice. Aeration brings a sweeter, lusher texture, with an element of cola providing sweetness. Finishes with dusty tannins, a strong note of sweet oak and good persistence. I can't imagine the fruit in this wine being able to outlast the assertive lumber. Drink up, if you like oakiness. 87 points *

2006 Domaine Serene Pinot Noir Grace Vineyard Willamette Valley
($125) Ruby-red. Brooding aromas of cherry compote, cola, vanillin oak and dark chocolate; this would fit right into a syrah tasting. Weighty dark berry and bitter cherry flavors are complicated by strong smoke and bitter chocolate qualities and firmed by chewy tannins. Very rich wine with powerful dark fruit and espresso qualities on the clinging finish. What this has to do with pinot noir is beyond me but it does make a statement. I'd serve it with game or braised lamb. 87 points *

*Source: Stephen Tanzers International Wine Cellar March/April 2010.

**Source: Stephen Tanzers International Wine Cellar July/August 2010.












